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A memberof thepeafamily
(Fabaceae),L. grimesii Is aprostrate
perennialherb.Thedistribution and
habitatof thespeciesarelimited. It is
anendemicspecies,knownonly from
thecentralportion of theIndependence
Mountainsof Elko County,Nevada.
Lathyrusgrimesii is generallyrestricted
to steep,barrenslopeswith stony-clay
talussubstratesat high (7,000to 8,000
foot) elevations.The specieswas
originally collectedin vegetative
condition in 1941,butwasnot
recognizedasapreviouslyundescribed
speciesuntil it wascoilectedin
reproductivecondition in 1980.The
technicaldescriptionof Lathyrus
grilnesii waspublishedin 1989
(Cronquistet al. 1989).

At the timethepetitionwas
submitted,L. grimesiiwasknown from
a 1-squaremile areain theDorseyCreek
drainageof the Independence
Mountains.More recentinformation
indicatesthatthespecies’distributionis
moreextensive.Aerial surveys
conductedin August 1993 resultedin
newfindingsnorthof theDorseyCreek
drainage,in the following drainagesand
tributaries:DeepCreek,Ott Creek,
SheepCreek,FrostCreek,andCapWinn
Creek;andin theBull Run Mountains,
locatedwestof theIndependence
Mountains(JohnC. Parks,
IndependenceMining Company,Elko,
Nevada,in litt.). Lathyrusgrimesii is
locatedon appropriatesubstrates
scatteredwithin anareaof
approximately50 squaremilesto the
northandnorthwestof theDorseyCreek
drainage,andseveralisolated
populationsarelocatedoutsideof this
area.

Thepetitionandaccompanying
documentationstatethatthespeciesis
subjectto impactsby proposedmineral
explorationandpotentialopenpit heap
leachgold mine development.Mine
explorationroadshavebeenconstructed
throughexistingpopulations.With
plantsoccurringon steep.barrenslopes
at high elevations,disturbancedueto
furthermining explorationandpotential
developmentcould producelong term
destabilizationanderosionof slope
habitatwhichwould reduceor
eliminatepopulationsof L. grimesli.The
toxic effectsof openpit heapleachgold
mine developmentalsohavethe
potentialto further reducepopulations.

Lathyrusgrimesii is not currently
protectedby anyregulatorymechanism,
asit is not includedon theU.S. Forest
Service“Sensitive” or Stateof Nevada
“Critically Endangered”specieslists.
The availableinformationsuggeststhat
thespecies’restrictedrangeandsmall
populationsizeincreasethechanceof
extirpationresultingfrom stochastic(i.e.

random)or localizedeventssuchas
rockslides,erosion,disease,toxic
effectsof contaminantspills, or
predation.

The Servicehasreviewedthepetition
andotherinformationavailablein the
Service’sfiles. Onthebasisof thebest
scientificandcommercialinformation
available,theServicefinds that
substantialinformationhasbeen
presentedindicating thatlisting of
Lathyrus grimesilmaybewarranted.
This specieswasincludedasacategory
2candidatefor listing in thenoticeof
reviewpublishedin theFederal
Registeron September30, 1993 (58FR
51144).Although astatusreviewof this
specieswasinitiateduponits inclusion
in category2, theServicehereby
announcesits formalreviewof the
species’statuspursuantto this 90-day
petition finding. The Servicerequests
anyadditionaldata,comments,and
suggestionsfrom thepublic,other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity,industry,or any
otherinterestedpartiesconcerningthe
statusof L grimesll.Of particular
interestis informationregarding(1)The
existenceandstatusof additional
populations,(2) enviromnentalfactors
determiningdistribution, (3) pollinators,
(4) toxic effectsof cyanideon the
species,and(5)geneticvariability in
known populations.
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5OCFRPart17 ~at~i~t
Endangered and Threatened WUdlife
and Plants; 90-Day and 12-Month
Findings for a Petition To List 83
Mollusc Species

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of petition findings.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announces90-dayand
12-monthfindings on apetition to list
83 molluscspeciesunderthe
EndangeredSpeciesActof 1973,as
amended(Act). After carefulassessment
of thebestscientificandcommercial
informationavailableregardingthe
presentandfuture threatsfacingthe
petitionedspecies,theServiceeither
finds thatthepetitiondid not present
substantialinformation indicating that
therequestedactionmaybewarranted
(90-dayfinding) or determinesthatthe
petitionedactionis not warrantedat
this time (12-monthfinding).
DATES: The finding announcedin this
documentwasmadeonJune28, 1994.
Commentsandmaterialsrelatedto this
petition finding maybesubmitteduntil
furthernoticeto theAssistantRegional
Directorfor EcologicalServicesat the
addresslistedbelow.
ADDRESSES:Data,information,
comments,orquestionsconcerningthe
statusof thepetitionedspecies
describedbelowshouldbesubmittedto
theAssistantRegionalDirectorfor
EcologicalServices,U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,RegionalOffice, 911
N.E. 11th Avenue,Portland,Oregon
97232—4181.Thepetition,findings,
supportingdata,andcommentsare
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormalbusiness
hoursattheaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jim
Bartel, Chief, Division of Listing and
Recovery,at theaddressaboveor 503/
231—6131.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section4 of theEndangeredSpecies
Act of 1973,asamended(16U.S.C.
1533)(Act), requiresthat theService
makeafinding on whetherapetition to
list, delist, orreclassifyaspecies
presentssubstantialscientific or
commercialinformationindicating that
thepetitionedactionmaybewarranted.
The finding is to bebasedon all
information availableto theServiceat
thetime the finding is made.To the
maximumextentpracticable,this
finding is to bemadewithin 90 daysof
thereceiptof thepetition, andthe
finding is to bepublishedpromptly in
theFederalRegister.If theServicefinds
thata petitionpresentssubstantial
information indicatingtherequested
actionmaybewarranted,thenthe
Serviceinitiatesa statusreviewon that
species.Section4 (b)(3)(b)of theAct
requiresthat for any petition that
presentssubstantialscientificand



35306 FederalRegisterI VoL 59, No. 131 1 Monday, July U. 1994 / ProposedRules

commercialiflft)flflatiOO a finding I~
madewithin 12months of thedate of
receiptof thepetition onwhetherthe
petitionedactionis (a) notwarranted.
(1,) warranted,or (c) warrantedbut
precludedfrom immediateproposalby
otherpendingpropo~alsto list. delist,dr~
reclassifyspecies.Such12-month
findingsaretobe publishedpromptly in
the FederalRegister.

The Servicehasmadeanegative90-
day finding for 75 noncandidatespecies
referencedteapetitionto list 83
molluscspeciesas threatenedor
endangered.The Servicehasmadea
positive90-day finding, butnot
warranted12-monthfinding for the
eightcategory2 candidatespecies
containedin thepetitionto hat83
molhiscspeciesasthreatenedor
endangered.TheServicehasbeen
assess~gthestatusoftheseeight
speciessincetheir designationas
category2 candidates.Minim~alnew
information wasreceivedor availableto
the Servicebeyondthatusedtoassign
thesespeciesto category2. Asaresult.
theServicedeterminesthatthe
petitionedactionasnot warrantedat
this time.Theseeightspecieswill be
retainedin category2.ThIsnoticeaLso
servesto announceanegative90-day
finding on apreviouspetition to list the
giantColumbiaRiver limpet (short-
facedlanx)(Fisharolan~ittalli)as
threatenedor endangered.

OnAugust18, 1993,theService
receiveda petitionfrom theOregon
NaturalResourcesCouncil (ONRC)to
list 83 mollusc speciesasthreatenedor
endangered.The petition was dated
August16, 1993. The documentusedto
support thepetitionwasthe report
“Mollusc Speciesof SpecialConcern
within the Rangeof the Northern
SpottedOwl” (Frost andJohannes1993)
preparedfor thePresident’sProposed
ForestPlan.On November6, 1987the
Servicereceivedapetition from Dr.
Peter Bowlerof LagunaBeach,
California,to list thegiantColumbia
River limpet as endangered.The giant
Columbia Riverlimpet, or short-faced
Larix, wasoneof the speciesincludedin
the ONRC petitionandwasevaluated
alooF with the otherpetitionedspecies.

Tb~peutioninvolves36 (andsnails,
7 slugs,37 freshwatersnails,and3
freshwaterclams.The speciesarefound
primarily in thestatesof Washington,
Oregon,California,andidaho~Most of
thesespeciesareassociatedwith late-
successionalforestsor riparianareas.

TheService’sfinding is basedon
informationin thepetition,references
in thepetition,Servicefiles, and
consultationswith malecolngists,
Service,andotherFederalandState
personneLAll documentsareon file in

theService’sRegionalOfficeIn
Portland.Oregon.

Adequaterangewidesurveysbarenot
beencompletedfor anyof thespecies.
exceptfer theTrinity bristlesnail
(Monadeniasetosa)(acategory2:
candidate).TheServicealsolacks
evidenceofspecificthreatsthroughcut\
therangesofanyof thepetitionedtaxa,
especiallyanythreatassociatedwith a
populationdecline.Manyof thespecies
coveredby this petitionmaybe
sensitivetoecologicalperturbations
resultinghunttheimpactsof human
activities.However,informationwasnot
presentedtoshowcerrelationsbetween
the species’ecologicalsensitivityand
anydeclinesin populationnumbers.
The taxcnomicdIstinctivenessor
validity of manyof thespecieshasnot
beendetermined.

TheServiceencouragesall Interested
partiesto investigatethepopulation
statusof andthreatstoall thespecies
onsideredin thispetition.TheService
alsoencouragesall Interestedpartiesto
submitInformationthat mayprovide
additionalspecificinformationon the
statusof thesespeciesor specificthreats
totheirsurvivaL

The petitionhasbeenreviewedby
staffat theRegional Office in Portland,
Oregon.TheServicefindsthatthe
listing ofthe eight category2candidates
(Dallessideband(Monaden~~afideis
minor), rocky coastsideband
(Monadeniafidelis pronotis),Trinity
bristlesnail,Shastasideband
(Monadeniatrogiodytes), Karok
hesperian(Vespericola karckoivm),
Columbiapebblesnail(Fluminkoia
colurnbkino),California floater
(Anodontacalifomiensis),montane
peaclam(Pisidium ultramontanum) is
not warrantedatthis time. The Service
finds thatthepetitionerhasnot
presentedsubstantialinformation
indicating that listing of theremaining
75 speciesmaybe warranted (Hooded
lancetooth(Ancot.remavoyanurn),Puget
oregonian(Czyptomastixdevia).
Columbiaoregonian(Cryptomostix
hendersoni),mountainshoulderband
(Helminthoglyptaarrosamonticola),
Oregonshoulderband (Helminthoglypta
hertleinil, intermediateshoulderband
(Helminthoglypta intercessa),Kiamath
shouldeiband(He!rninthoglypta
talmadgei),Californiamegomphix
(Megomphi.xcalifornicus),Oregon
megomph~ix(Megomphixhemphilli),
Monadeiiia cafl~eplus(no common
name),short-crestedsideband
(Monadeniacristulata), traveling
sideband[Monadenk,fidelis celeuthia),
greensideband(Monadeniafidelis
flava), Monadeniafidelis klamathica
(nocommonname),tawnysideband
(Monadeniafidelis Ieonina), yellow-

basesideband(Monedemafidelis
ochromphalus),SalmonRiversidebajid
(Monadenkifideliswirnonensis),Wheel
sideband(Monodenicrrofifeij, Scott
River sideband(MonadeniascoftianaL
Chacesideband(Monadeniachaceana),
Kiamathsideband(Mo~adeniachurehi),
Chelan rnountainsnall(Oieohelixn. ep.
1),CraterLaketightcoil (Pristiloven
arcticumcmteris),crownedtighteoil
(Pristiiomapilsbiyi). Hennaspot
(Punctumhzmnai), Shastachaparral
(Trilobopsisroperl),Tehamachaparral
(Trilobopsis tehamaim),Hokovertigo
(VerL~gon.ap. 1), Dalleshesperian
(Vespericoladepresso),Vespericola
eritrichius (nocommonname),large
hesperian[Vespericola euthales),Mann
hesperian{ Vespericolainarinensis),
Pressleyhesperian(Vespericola
pressleyl).Shastahesperian
(Vespericolashasta),Sasquatch
hesperian[Vespericoian. sp.1), Reeves
Barhesperian[Vespericolaa. sp.2).
Kiamath]]espenian(Vespe.ricolaa.sp.
3), Siskiyouhespenian(Vespericoia
siarrana),eveningfieldalug(Deroceras
haspe.dum).Burringtonjumping-slug
(Hemphillia buri’ingtoni). warty
jumping-slug(Jiemph.ilhiagkndiilosa).
Malonejumping-slug(Hemphillia
malonei),pantherjumping-slug
(Hemphillia panthenna),blue-greytail-
dropper(Prophy~saoncoeruleum).
shortfacelanx (Fishemlanuttalli),
KiamathpebbJesnaii(Fluminicolan. sp.
1), tall pebblesnail(Fiwninicolo n.sp.
2). nerite pebblesnail(FiuminicoJaa. sp.
4) , toothedpebblesnail(Fh.,rninwolaa.
sp. 5), diminutivepobblesnail
(Fiuminicalaa. sp.6), topazpehblesnail
(Fluminicola n. sp.7), Fall Creek
pebblesnail(Fiuminicolaa. ap. 8),
lunatepebblesnail(Fiwiunicola a. sp.
9), nuggetpebblesnail(Fluminicola
seminalis),GreatBasinrams-horn
(f-Ielisomanewbenyi),scallopedjugs
Uegaacutifiloso),topazjuga IJuga
occata), Dalles juga (Jugahemphiili
dallesensis). brownjuga (Jugaa. sp. 1),
Chacejuga IJztgaahacej~,fttgaii. sp. I
(no commonname),Jugoa. sp. 2(no
commonname).Jugaa. ap. 3 (no
commonname),redwoodjuga (Juga
orickensis),highcaplanx (LanEa/ta),
scalelanx (Lanx klarnathensis).kneecap
lanx (Lanxpatelloides),rotundlanx
(Lonx sobrotundata),Columbia
duskysnail(Lyogyrusn. sp. 1),
Washingtonduskysnail[Lyogyrusn. sp.
2), canary duskysnail(Lyogyrusn. sp.
3), Klamathduskysnail(Lyogyrusa. sp.
4), nodoseduskysnail(Lyogyrusa. sp.
5),rotundphysa (Physella(Physella)
cohmthiana),Archimedespyrg
(Pp~gu1opsiso.rchimedis),CrookedCreek
springanail(Pyrguiopsisintennedia),
Klamathrams-horn(Vorticifex

S
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anddataanalysis.Thisspeciesflow:. - numerousindividualshaving
persistsin isolatedpopulationsin characteristicsintermediatebetweenthe
southernMichiganandadjacentIndiana two subspecies.Theseindividualsare
andOhio,aswell assouthernIndiana, referredto as intergrades.Therearealso
southeasternIllinois, andadjacent localizedpopulations whichare largely
Kentucky. It occursin lowlandswamps composedof lntergradesknownas
andadjacentwoodlandandupland lntergradepopulations.
areas.Duringprior commentperiods, Someof the concernsthat were
newquestionswereraisedby expressedduring the commentperiod
herpetologistsandStateconservation dealt with two inter-relatedIssues:(1)
departmentsasto the meritsof the meritsof Including intergrade
including intergradesin the listing and populations and/or lntergrade
the sufficiencyof informationon the individuals in the listing andthus
boundariesbetweenintergrade andpure giving them protection asthreatened,
populations. The commentperiod on and(2) the insufficiency of currently
the proposalis reopened. availableinformation on the locationsof
DATES: The new deadlinefor boundariesbetweenintergrade
determiningwhetherthe northern populations and“pure” populationsof
copperbelly water snakeis a threatened N. e. neglecta.Theseconcernsare
speciesisFebruary 18, 1995.The particularly acutein southernIllinois
commentperiod now closesNovember wherethe Departmentof Conservation
1, 1994. . believesthat additional Surveysare
ADDRESSES: Commentsandmaterials critical to an adequateunderstandingof
concerning thisproposal should be sent the status of N. e. neglectaand its
to the U.S.Fish andWildlife Service, relationship to N. a. flavigaster.Results
BishopHenry Whipple Federal from thesesurveysare expectedto be
Building, I FederalDrive, Fort Snelling, placedon review at the ServiceOffice
Minnesota55111—4056.Commentsand listedin the ADDRESSESsection,when
materialsreceivedwill be available for they becomeavailable.The EndangeredSpeciesAct allows
public inspection,by appointment, an extensionof the normal 1-year
during normal businesshoursat the deadline for taking final actions ona
aboveaddress. proposal to list a speciesfor up to 6
FOR FURThER INFORMATION CONTACT: monthswhenthere is a “substantial
DavidHudak, Supervisor, U.S. Fish and disagreementregardingthe sufficiency
Wildlife Service,EcologicalServices, or accuracyof the availabledataFieldOffice, 620S. Walker Stj~t, relevantto the determination.” The
Bloomington, indiana 474O3~2121 Servicebelievesthat thereIssubstantial
(phone 812/334—4261;fax 812/334— u~~ementregardingthe statusof N.
4273). a. neglecta.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In order to collect additional data on
the extent and locationsof lntergrade

Background populations, to resolvequestions
The northern copperbelly water snake regardingthe mostappropriate

wasproposedfor listing asa threatened taxonomicentity to protect under the
speciesdue to strongevidencethat Its Act, andto obtaincurrentdata on the
rangeandnumbershave declined status of N. e. nag)ectain illinois, the
dramatically, primarily asa result of the Serviceis extendingthe deadline for the•
destruction of its habitat, and that the listing determination until February 18,
threatsto th~habitat andto the snakes 1995.
are continuino The commentperiod on the proposed

The FederalRegisternoticeproposing ruleoriginally closedOctober 18, 1993.
the northern copperbellywater snake It wasreopenedMarch22 andclosed
for classificationas a threatenedspecies April 22, 1994.The ServiceIs reopening
waspublishedonAugust 18, 1993 (58 the commentperiod until November 1,
FR 43860).During the subsequent 1994.Written commentsshould be
commentperiod, the Servicereceived submitted to the Serviceoffice in the
severalletters from herpetologistsand Addressessection.
State conservationdepartments Author
regardingintergradation betweenN. e.
neglectaandN.~a.flavigaster(yellow- Theprimaryauthor of this notice is
bellied water snake).The latter Ronald L Refsnider, Division of
subspeciesoccursin southwestern EndangeredSpecies,Bishop Henry
Illinois and in the western portions of Whipple Federal Building, I Federal
Kentucky andTennessee,andalsois Drive, Ft. Snelling, Minnesota 55111—
widespreadin the Gulf CoastStatesand 4056 (phone612—725—3276;fax 612—
the southernAtlantic CoastStates. 725-3526).

Where the rangesof the two Authority: TheAuthority for this actionis:
subspeciescomeinto contact there are 16 U.S.C. 1361—1407;16 U.S.C. 1531—1544;

klwnathensis),Sinitsmrams-horn
(Vorticifex kiamathensissinitsini),

• knobbyrams-horn(Vorticifex a. sp.1),
neriterams-horn( Vorticifexneritoides),
andthe Willamettefloater (Anodonta
wo.hlametensis).Thisfinding isbased
on the scientificandcommercial
information containedin the petition,
referencedin thepetition, and
otherwiseavailable to the Serviceat this
time. If information becomesavailable
indicatingthat listing asendangeredor
threatened is appropriate, the Service
would proposeto list anysuch mollusc.

ReferencesCited
Frest, T. andE. Johannes.1993.Mollusc

speciesof concernwithin the rangeof
thenorthernspottedowL Deixis
Consultants.Seattle,WA. 98 pp. plus
addendum.

Author

The primaryauthor of this notice is
Allan Pfister, Division of Listing and
Recovery,U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,Regional Office, 911N.E. 11th
Avenue, Portland, Oregon,97232—4181;
(503)231—6131.

Authority
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Dated: June 28, 1994.
Mollie H. Beaftie,
Director,Fish andWildlife Service.
LFR Doc.94—16650Filed 7—8—94; 8:45 am]
BILUNO CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17
RIM 1018—A875

Endangered and ThreatenedWildlife
and Plants; Notice of Six-Month
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To List the Northern Copperbelly Water
Snake (Nerodia Erythrogaster
Neglecta) as a Threatened Species

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of extensionand
reopeningof commentperiod on
proposedrule.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)givesnoticethat the
deadlineto determinewhether the
northerncopperbelly water snake
(Nerodiaerythrogasterneglecta)is a
threatenedspeciesis being extendedto
allow time for additional field surveys


